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not have enough available revenue sources to
C DOT Stu dy p utS fund the Preferred Alternative improvements,"
. the agency said.
[-70 Improvements . | .
The study cites the expected impact to travel in
il the 1-70 mountain corridor if no improvements
at u p to $20 bl I I Ion are made in coming decades.

By Jeffrey Leib While drivers on I-70 between Silverthorne and
The Denver Post C-470 typically experience an extra hour of
Posted: 09/10/2010 12:34:53 PM MDT . . .

driving time during peak weekend hours, that
peak weekend travel time will be about three
times higher in 2035 if nothing is done in the
corridor, the study said.

Updated: 09/10/2010 01:44:45 PM MDT

Colorado officials today released a revised study
of potential transportation improvements for the
Interstate 70 mountain corridor with a "preferred
alternative" that could cost between $16 billion
and $20 billion over the next 40 years.

Similarly, weekday peak travel times will double
if no improvements are made over the same 25-
year period, it added.

Separately, CDOT is studying a possible short-
term solution for eastbound I-70 congestion on
winter Sundays that might involve taking one of
the westbound lanes between Empire Junction
and Floyd Hill and reversing it for a limited
number of hours to an eastbound flow. CDOT's
study of the so-called "zipper lane" option
found, however, that it could significantly
increase travel times in the remaining
westbound lane.

The preferred option includes highway widening
along key segments of the 118-mile portion of I-
70 between the C-470 junction and the Eagle
County Regional Airport, as well as a fully
elevated "advanced guideway" transit system
over that same distance.

The transit guideway would require new tunnel
bores at the Twin Tunnels near Idaho Springs and
at the Eisenhower-Johnson Memorial Tunnels,

according to the revised study. , )
g y The enviornmental study's preferred alternative

points to a number of "high priority"
improvements, including adding one lane to I-70
in each direction between Floyd Hill and the Twin
Tunnels, while improving "curvature and grade"
for the segment as well.

The document is available at www.
i70mtncorridor.com.

The Colorado Department of Transportation,
which prepared the environmental study, "does

Advertisement

We focus on automating Marriott® Hotels'
global invoice process. So they don’t have to.

Learn more at RealBusiness.com

Ready For Real Business Xerox ‘:‘.

Print Powered By (@ |FormatDynamics”

http://www.denverpost.com/ci 16042714 9/13/2010



CDOT study puts 1-70 improvements at up to $20 billion - The Denver Post Page 2 of 2

denverpost.com

Tue DenvER PosT
That segment between Floyd Hill and the tunnels Times and locations are available at
"is where some of the worst weekend congestion i70mtncorridor.com.

occurs," the draft study says.
Jeffrey Leib: 303-954-1645 or jleib@denverpost.
Other top priority elements, according to the com
report, include improving Empire Junction, where
I-70 meets U.S. 40, and building a westbound
auxiliary lane for the seven miles from Bakerville
to the Eisenhower-Johnson tunnels.

In 2004, CDOT released an earlier draft of the |-
70 environmental study that tilted toward
expanding highway capacity in the corridor and
downplayed the potential for an advanced
guideway train, primarily because of the
extremely high cost of such a rail solution.

Another recent study pegged the cost of a train
for the 1-70 mountain corridor at about $10
billion.

When some residents and local officials in the
corridor balked at an alternative that they
believed favored a wider highway over rail, CDOT
shifted gears and in 2007 began a "collaborative
effort" with numerous entities in the corridor to
reach a consensus solution for I-70 congestion.

That consensus view is embedded in the
preferred alternative now under review in the
revised environmental study.

On Oct. 5, 6 and 7, CDOT and other agencies will
hold public hearings on the revised document in
Silverthorne, Evergreen and Eagle.

Advertisement

Eat G reat g kﬁ' .. and get a FREE week of meals plus

| a BONUS $25 gift!

Lose Weight! 2=,

© 2009 eDiets.com, Inc. All rights reserved. epicurious is a TM of Conde Nast prepared
k Digital. Redbook is a TM of Hearst Communication, Inc. J meal deliver ¥

Call 1-888-378-3151

Print Powered By |fd|FormatDynamics”

http://www.denverpost.com/ci 16042714 9/13/2010



