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No Free Fix for Funding U.S. Transportation

--While Americans agree U.S. roads and bridges need help, a new HNTB survey 
shows consensus remains elusive on how to pay for it 

 
KANSAS CITY, Mo., Sept 01, 2009 /PRNewswire via COMTEX/ -- Health care reform may 
be in the driver's seat when Congress returns from its summer recess, but finding a long-
term way to pay for America's surface transportation needs will be riding shotgun. 
To view the multimedia assets associated with this release, please click 
http://news.prnewswire.com/viewrelease.aspx?STORY=MTM1 
According to a new America THINKS survey commissioned by HNTB Corporation, the 
majority of Americans who say the gas tax is no longer sufficient to properly maintain the 
country's roads and bridges (57 percent) is on the rise, up 6 percent from last January. 
In fact, the federal Highway Trust Fund will be broke by Oct. 1, even with an emergency 
infusion of $7 billion earlier this month. A combination of inflation, changing driving habits 
and the increased fuel economy of vehicles has robbed much of the purchasing power from 
the gas tax, which has been set at the federal level at 18.4 cents per gallon since 1993. 
"While the stimulus plan was a start, America needs a long-term vision of its transportation 
future," said Paul Yarossi, president of HNTB Holdings Ltd. "Delays only increase costs and 
the deterioration of our infrastructure. By addressing the problem through workable funding 
solutions we will be able generate jobs as well as improve the stability of our mobility and 
our economy. Let's stop talking -- and start looking at all the options to find the right 
combination for America's future." 
Lack of consensus 
"It's time to realize we aren't going to find a free fix," Yarossi said. And, according to the 
survey, Americans understand this concept. Even in the midst of a recession, more than two
-thirds (67 percent) of respondents would be willing to spend more money on tolls, taxes or 
public transit fares if these funds went toward long-term transportation improvements in their 
area, such as expanding highway capacity or building high-speed rail. 
Yet even when considering the possibility of an improved economy (two consecutive 
quarters of economic growth), 64 percent of Americans still wouldn't support a 10-cent 
increase in the gas tax, which has been endorsed by numerous studies and interest groups, 
including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
Among those willing to spend more on long-term transportation improvements in their area, 
support for higher gas taxes (36 percent) fell below more tolls (52 percent) and public 
transportation fares (45 percent). Only higher property, income or sales taxes ranked lower 
(20 percent) among traditional infrastructure revenue streams. 
While a challenge in the short-term, HNTB's Yarossi sees the glass as half full. "As we 
continue to move toward more fuel efficient and alternative-fuel vehicles, it will be imperative 
that our multiple modes of transportation are supported by multiple forms of funding." 
Pay as you go 
Americans have always valued paying their own way, and tolling -- an old funding 
mechanism based on the concept that those who use a road or bridge pay for it -- appears 
to have broad support as a way to support surface transportation moving forward. 
Eighty-two percent of Americans believe that tolling should be considered in special, project-
by-project situations or as a primary source of transportation revenue. Fewer than one in five 
(18 percent) feel it should never be used. 
Nearly seven in ten (68 percent) would support adding high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes to 
existing highways to give drivers the option of using these less congested lanes for a fee 
that can be adjusted based on the amount of traffic at any given time. 
In fact, when asked how to pay for America's roads and bridges in the future, publicly (35 
percent) and privately (20 percent) run toll facilities, HOT lanes (33 percent) and other forms 
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of congestion pricing (18 percent) received more support than an increase in the gas tax (16 
percent) or other new user fees, such as a Vehicle Miles Traveled tax (14 percent). 
Protecting privacy 
Vehicle Miles Traveled is a relatively new concept being proposed as a potential long-term 
replacement for the gas tax. Many technical questions remain about how and when it might 
be implemented. Most likely such a system would use odometer readings or satellite-based 
technology to measure how much each vehicle is driven and charge the owner accordingly. 
However, if VMT were to use a device to record where and when someone drove for the 
purposes of charging a fee, 80 percent of Americans would be concerned about their 
privacy. 
"Clearly more study and education is needed," Yarossi said. "Practically every proposed 
system has privacy protections built in, and in many cases information about individual 
drivers would never leave the vehicle." Currently the University of Iowa Public Policy Center 
is conducting a study for the U.S. Department of Transportation to determine whether a 
mileage-based tax is viable. It is scheduled to be completed September 2010. 
The road less traveled 
"What we cannot do is wait," Yarossi said. "Fluctuating fuel prices and economic turmoil 
have accelerated changing driving habits." According to HNTB's latest survey, nearly three 
in four (73 percent) Americans are making efforts to conserve gas or drive less often in 
some way. Of the 77 percent who don't own a hybrid or electric car but would consider it, an 
overwhelming 61 percent would be more likely to get one if they received a tax break or 
purchasing incentive. 
About the survey 
HNTB's America THINKS survey polled a random nationwide sample of 1,000 Americans 
between July 31 and Aug. 7, 2009. It was conducted by Kelton Research, which used an e-
mail invitation and online survey. Quotas were set to ensure reliable and accurate 
representation of the total U.S. population ages 18 and over. The margin of error is +/- 3.1 
percent. 
About HNTB 
HNTB Corporation is an employee-owned infrastructure firm serving federal, state, 
municipal, military and private clients. With nearly a century of service, HNTB has the insight 
to understand the life cycle of infrastructure and the perspective to solve the most complex 
technical, financial and operational challenges. Professionals nationwide provide award-
winning planning, design, program management and construction management services. 
For more information, visit www.hntb.com. 
Related Link 
Learn more about the survey, obtain additional infographics and participate in discussion 
groups. 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Additional Survey Results 
    --  Men are more likely than women to support additional 

        transportation-related fees for local improvements (71 percent versus 63 

        percent). 

    --  Americans ages 18-44 are more likely than those 45 and older to support 

        a 10-cent increase in the gas tax once the economy improves (42 percent 

        versus 29 percent). 

    --  More than half (52 percent) of Americans feel it's only fair if a 

        VMT system is adopted, large vehicles like SUVs should pay more than 

        other kinds of automobiles. 

    --  More than two in five (42 percent) Westerners would back a 10-cent-per 

        gallon gas tax increase, compared to 34 percent of the rest of the 

        country. 

 

    --  Those in the West also are most likely to be doing something to conserve 

        gas or drive less often (81 percent versus 70 percent in the rest of the 

        nation). 

 

 

 

 

SOURCE HNTB Corporation 
http://www.hntb.com 
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