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Chain law bill moves to Senate floor 
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DENVER — A bill aimed at reducing wintertime 
interstate closures continues to chug along through 
the legislative process, gaining Senate committee 
approval Thursday and moving to the Senate floor. 
 
House Bill 1229, sponsored by Rep. Dan Gibbs, D-
Silverthorne, in the House and by Senate President 
Joan Fitz-Gerald, D-Coal Creek Canyon, in the 
Senate, breezed through the Senate Transportation 
Committee on Thursday with unanimous approval. 
 
Before casting their votes, committee members heard 
about an hour of testimony in support of the once-
controversial bill, much of which came from Summit 
County locals who traveled to Denver to champion the 
legislation. 
 
The bill proposes to raise the fines for commercial truck drivers who neglect to chain their trucks when the 
chain law is in effect from $100 to $500. If that driver’s negligence results in a blocked lane of traffic, the 
penalty would be $1,000, double the current citation.  
 
“The bill is making the stakes higher for folks who disregard the chain law,” said Arapahoe Basin vice 
president and chief operating officer Alan Henceroth, speaking on behalf of the ski area and Colorado Ski 
Country USA. “The chain law hasn’t been updated in 10 years and it’s time for an update.” 
 
Henceroth highlighted the economic impacts of wintertime lane closures, citing numbers released by the 
Colorado Department of Transportation: Each hour that the interstate is closed during a winter weekend 
results in an economic loss of $800,000. Last winter season, semi-truck spinouts caused the interstate to be 
closed 116 times for a total of 119 hours. 
 
Last ski season, Colorado hosted 12.5 million skier visits, 7.6 million of which occurred at ski areas within two 
hours from Denver. Five million of those skiers and riders live in Colorado, Henceroth said. 
 
“We wish we knew how many times these folks didn’t ski because they were caught in a road closure or 
turned around and didn’t ski again because they were scared they would get caught in another road closure,” 
Henceroth said. 
 
Dr. Flo Raitano, a 25-year Dillon resident, director of the I-70 Coalition and chairperson of the local hospital 
board of trustees, spoke of the medical need to keep the interstate open as much as possible to transport 
critical patients from the High Country to a Level 1 trauma center in Denver.  
 
When the weather’s bad, the Flight For Life helicopter is often grounded, and that’s also when spinouts and 
lane closures typically occur on Interstate 70, which can stall an ambulance trying to get to the Front Range, 
Raitano said. 
 
“It’s more of a life and death (situation) and we’re very sensitive — and we’re delighted that a compromise has 
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been struck,” Raitano said. 
 
Raitano referred to a compromise between the Colorado Motor Carriers Association and the Teamsters, both 
of whom opposed the bill in its original form, and the bill’s sponsors. 
 
Through the course of about four meetings between representatives from both sides of the issue, some give-
and-take allowed the bill to take its current form. The idea of adding points to commercial driver’s licenses 
has been dropped, the fines are steeper than originally proposed, and an amendment was added that would 
allow vendors to sell or rent chains on the corridor for unprepared drivers. 
 
Also in that time, CDOT earmarked $2.475 million to address some of the truckers’ concerns, such as lack of 
well-lit chain-up areas on the I-70 corridor that are protected from passing traffic.  
 
This summer, CDOT will add 100 new parking spaces for truckers traveling west, install better lighting in 
chain-up areas, and add new signs with flashing lights that warn other drivers of upcoming chain-up areas 
and reduce speeds, according to CDOT Region 1 director Jeff Kullman. 
 
Even though the bill now has support from groups who once opposed it, several people acknowledged at 
Thursday’s hearing that there is still work to be done. 
 
“I think it’s important to note that we’re not stopping with this bill,” said I-70 Coalition chairman and Town 
of Frisco manager Michael Penny. “We want to continue and move forward with a lot of other incremental 
steps to improve this corridor.” 
 
Specifically, in the area of enforcement. 
 
CDOT contracts with the Vail, Frisco and Silverthorne police departments and the Summit and Clear Creek 
county sheriff’s offices to help the understaffed Colorado State Patrol with chain law enforcement. Still, Rep. 
Dan Gibbs has written a letter to Gov. Bill Ritter asking for more state troopers to be assigned to the I-70 
corridor. 
 
“Without adequate state troopers patrolling our mountain highways, truck drivers who disobey our laws are 
not being stopped and ticketed,” Gibbs said in the March 19 letter. 
 
Nicole Formosa can be reached at (970) 668-4629, or at nformosa@summitdaily.com. 
 

Latest Comments Post Your Comment Discussion 

LATEST COMMENTS  

 

 
 

http://summitdaily.com/article/20070419/NEWS/70419007&SearchID=73286752886313 (2 of 4) [7/10/2007 2:45:17 PM]

http://summitdaily.com/section/REALESTATE
http://summitdaily.com/section/MOUNTAIN01
http://summitdaily.com/section/MOUNTAIN02
http://summitdaily.com/section/MOUNTAIN05
http://www.aspentimes.com/
http://www.citizentelegram.com/
http://www.gjfreepress.com/
http://www.gjfreepress.com/
http://www.eaglevalleyenterprise.com/
http://www.eaglevalleyenterprise.com/
http://www.leadvillechronicle.com/
http://www.postindependent.com/
http://www.snowmassvillagesun.com/
http://www.vaildaily.com/
http://www.vailtrail.com/
http://www.valley-journal.com/
mailto:nformosa@summitdaily.com


Summit Daily News for Breckenridge, Keystone, Copper and Frisco Colorado - News

July 9, 2007 - Eagle County seeks lower speed limit on I-70 
July 3, 2007 - Tunnel traffic number ahead of 2006 
June 29, 2007 - Fourth of July travel up despite midweek timing 
June 26, 2007 - Dam Road to close Thursday 
June 22, 2007 - Public weighs in on Summit Stage changes 
June 14, 2007 - Colorado’s roadless debate revs up in Washington, D.C. 
June 10, 2007 - Big changes for Summit Stage? 
June 9, 2007 - CDOT begins paving between overlook, tunnel next Sunday 
June 7, 2007 - Aspen/Pitkin County Airport to reopen to traffic Thursday 
May 31, 2007 - Frontier’s new service is not clear for takeoff in Aspen 
May 23, 2007 - A step back on I-70? 
May 22, 2007 - Truck inspection detects many dangerous vehicles 
May 18, 2007 - Colo. backs off I-70 plans; options beside widening are on table 
May 8, 2007 - Independence Pass to reopen May 24 
May 3, 2007 - CDOT begins Glenwood Canyon I-70 resurfacing Monday 
April 25, 2007 - Chain law bill headed to Ritter’s desk 
April 25, 2007 - The cost of doing nothing: I-70 study details congestion's impact 
April 24, 2007 - Video surveillance coming to Stage buses and facilities 
April 13, 2007 - Speeders: Beware of troopers’ traps through Vail 
April 12, 2007 - Which train works in the mountains?  
April 10, 2007 - School bus seatbelt poll drums up much response 
April 2, 2007 - High-speed train through Summit by 2015? 
April 2, 2007 - Gibbs’ chain law bill moves to the Senate 
March 31, 2007 - 'Giant vacuum' to clean up I-70 
March 30, 2007 - Ex-plow driver challenges CDOT working conditions 
March 29, 2007 - Extra lane doesn’t doom a monorail 
March 28, 2007 - Guess what? No solutions for I-70, yet 
March 28, 2007 - Frisco town manager appointed to state transportation panel 
March 23, 2007 - New I-70 traffic channel launched 
March 23, 2007 - Loveland Pass set for CDOT upgrades 
March 9, 2007 - More CDOT money could boost Gibbs' chain law bill 
March 8, 2007 - CDOT may add another $1.3 million to improve chain-up areas 
February 28, 2007 - Crash closes I-70 at Wolcott 
February 27, 2007 - CDOT pledges $1.2 million to improve chain-up areas 
February 15, 2007 - Chain law debated in Denver 
February 11, 2007 - Wrong way I-25 driver suffered post-traumatic stress 
January 30, 2007 - Gibbs to introduce bill to stiffen chain law 
January 24, 2007 - I-70 reopened after Vail Pass closure 
January 24, 2007 - Flipped plow closes I-70 for two hours 
January 21, 2007 - I-70 closed eastbound and westbound on eastern plains 
January 20, 2007 - Ritter picks George of Western Slope to head CDOT 
January 19, 2007 - Traffic will stop on I-70 next week 
January 18, 2007 - Stats show where, why cars crash 
January 18, 2007 - Sharing the roadways with big rigs 
January 17, 2007 - Boarding passes good for free lift rides 
January 16, 2007 - Frisco Town Manager named to chair I-70 Coalition 
January 11, 2007 - Economic Summit focuses on change 

 
BACK TOP OF PAGE

http://summitdaily.com/article/20070419/NEWS/70419007&SearchID=73286752886313 (3 of 4) [7/10/2007 2:45:17 PM]

http://summitdaily.com/article/20070709/NEWS/70709001
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070703/NEWS/70703001
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070629/NEWS/70629003
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070626/NEWS/70626005
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070622/NEWS/70622003
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070614/NEWS/70614002
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070610/NEWS/106100062
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070609/NEWS/106090075
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070607/NEWS/70607003
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070531/NEWS/70531003
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070523/NEWS/105230048
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070522/NEWS/105220042
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070518/NEWS/70518006
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070508/NEWS/70508002
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070503/NEWS/70503002
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070425/NEWS/70425009
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070425/NEWS/70425010
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070424/NEWS/70424007
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070413/NEWS/70413003
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070412/NEWS/70412003
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070410/NEWS/104100065
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070402/NEWS/70402002
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070402/NEWS/70402009
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070331/NEWS/70331004
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070330/NEWS/70330006
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070329/NEWS/70329001
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070328/BUSINESS/70328009
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070328/NEWS/70328001
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070323/NEWS/70323005
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070323/NEWS/103230105
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070309/NEWS/103090080
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070308/NEWS/70308013
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070228/NEWS/70228009
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070227/NEWS/102270038
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070215/NEWS/102150071
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070211/NEWS/70211002
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070130/NEWS/101300045
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070124/NEWS/70124004
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070124/NEWS/101240053
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070121/NEWS/70121003
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070120/NEWS/70120004
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070119/NEWS/70119004
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070118/NEWS/101180062
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070118/NEWS/101180065
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070117/NEWS/70117002
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070116/NEWS/70116006
http://summitdaily.com/article/20070111/NEWS/101110057
javascript:history.go(-1)


Summit Daily News for Breckenridge, Keystone, Copper and Frisco Colorado - News

 
Privacy Policy | Advertise | Contact Us | Archives | Classifieds | Subscribe | Site Map | RSS Feeds   

Visit our other news and portal sites. 
All contents © Copyright 2007 summitdaily.com 

Summit Daily - 40 West Main Street - Frisco, CO 80443 
P.O. Box 329 · Frisco, CO 80443-0329 

E-mail: news@summitdaily.com 

 

http://summitdaily.com/article/20070419/NEWS/70419007&SearchID=73286752886313 (4 of 4) [7/10/2007 2:45:17 PM]

http://summitdaily.com/section/MISC03
http://www.coloradomountainnewsmedia.com/
http://summitdaily.com/section/MISC01
http://summitdaily.com/apps/pbcs.dll/search?Category=ARCHIVES
http://summitdaily.com/section/CLASSIFIEDS
http://summitdaily.com/section/MISC06
http://summitdaily.com/section/SITEMAP
http://summitdaily.com/section/MISC07
http://summitdaily.com/section/MISC07
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/my/atm/SummitDaily.com/Summit%20Daily%20Top%20Stories/*http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http%3A//www.summitdaily.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section%3FCategory%3Drss01%26mime%3Dxml
http://summitdaily.com/section/MISC04
mailto:news@summitdaily.com

	summitdaily.com
	Summit Daily News for Breckenridge, Keystone, Copper and Frisco Colorado - News


	KGHLAHOECFJLEPACHLLLNJNCOAKFDOLK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: %

	f3: 




