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Q & A with I-70 Coalition members

by Kimberly Nicoletti
HCBR
May 14, 2007
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The players
Flo Raitano
became
interested in
serving as the
director of the I-
70 Coalition
because it’s
such an
important
matter.

Eric Turner is an executive board

member on the 1-70 Coalition.
Mark Fox

_ “(It) is extremely important to the future of the corridor, the state of
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Colorado and the economy,” she said. “There were a lot of bright,
creative, innovative thinkers working on the coalition. It’s got a very
steep learning curve, and | have this urge to be always learning new
things.”
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Frisco Mayor Bernie Zurbriggen nominated Michael Penny to be the chair of the 1-70 Coalition and the
membership elected him. During the past few months, he has worked with State Rep. Dan Gibbs on his chain-
law bill. He also has focused on running the board of directors and full coalition meetings, further educating
himself on issues surrounding the Interstate 70 corridor and transportation issues in general and building
relationships with new Colorado Departent of Transportation Director Russ George and other government
officials associated with the 1-70 Programmatic Environmental Impact Study. Penny was recently appointed
to Gov. Bill Ritter's Transportation Finance and Implementation Blue Ribbon Panel.

“A major focus through the end of the year will be determining a long-term, viable revenue stream, which
maintains our existing transportation infrastructure while addressing our state’s future multi-modal
transportation needs,” Penny said.

Eric Turner is the past president of the Summit County Chamber of Commerce and is now on the executive
board of the 1-70 Coalition. He grew up in Summit County and hopes to find a solution to the congestion so
his kids don’t have to face the same problem

Which alternative do you personally support and why?

Eric Turner, executive board member: We, as the I-70 Mountain Corridor Coalition, have come up
with a consensus preferred alternative. It involves multiple modes, strategic highway repairs and
improvements and ultimately recognizes that high-speed transit must be concurrently planned and
implemented with all the rest.

Personally, | would like to see transit sooner rather than later, but I am concerned about rushing into
something just because it is faster or less expensive. | feel strongly that we should try to look for long-term
solutions rather than the quickest or cheapest fix that gets passed on to the next generation. When | was
growing up here in Summit County, our parents were talking about 1-70 congestion. | don’t want my kids to
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