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I-70’s expensive traffic jams 

Report says congestion costs nearly $1 billion a year 
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Nine-year-old twins 
Kelsey, left, and 
Parker Herd walk 
around their car 
while stopped on 
westbound 
Interstate 70 
between Frisco and 
Copper Mountain. A 
new report has 
calculated the 
economic losses 
caused by freeway 
traffic jams. 
Kristin Anderson/Summit Daily file photo 
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 I-70 economic impact study 
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SUMMIT COUNTY — Sitting in traffic on I-70 is not 
only frustrating, but also very costly.  
 
The personal time alone lost to congestion on the 
main east-west highway through the state is valued at 
$85 billion annually, according to an economic 
impact study released Wednesday.  
 
Altogether, congestion is likely costing the state of 
Colorado about $839 million per year, according to 
the report issued by the Denver Metro Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 
“Summit County and the coalition have been saying 
this for a long, long time. If we don’t fix it, it’s going to 
be a significant economic detriment,” said Flo 
Raitano, I-70 Mountain Corridor Coalition director. 
 

 Chain law awaits governor’s 
signature

DENVER — The once-troubled Colorado 
chain law bill has inched along to its final 
stopping point. 
 
House Bill 1229 passed out of the Senate 
on Wednesday by a 33-1 vote, and is on 
the way to Gov. Bill Ritter’s desk, awaiting 
his signature. 
 
The bill would increase the penalty from 
$100 to $500 for commercial truck drivers 
who are caught without chains when the 
chain law is in effect, and from $500 to 
$1,000 for truck drivers who don’t chain up 
and block a lane of traffic as a result. 
 
The bill was sponsored by Rep. Dan Gibbs, 
Eagle County’s state representative.  
— Nicole Formosa

Based on the 
annual economic 
impacts of 
almost $1 billion, 
it would only 
take about 10 
years to recoup 
the investment 
needed to reduce 
I-70’s traffic 
jams, Raitano 
said.  
 
The study also 
outlines the 
direct costs to 

the mountain region’s tourism economy. A small 1 
percent decline in tourism means an annual loss of $35 million to the mountain region, including Eagle, 
Summit, Clear Creek, Gilpin and Pitkin counties, according to the report.  
 
That could mean a $1.2 million decline in state, county and city sales tax revenue, the report concludes. 
 
Traffic jams on the highway could cause tourists to vacation in other states, according to the study. 
 
I-70 congestion will also raise government costs for emergency services, as well as personnel costs associated 
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